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BEYOND MERS AND ZIKA: ARE WE PREPARED FOR THE NEXT BIG EPIDEMIC?



| BACKGROUND

Over the past decade, Ebola, MERS, highly pathogenic avian influenza and, more recently, the Zika virus outbreaks have
demonstrated the ability of epidemics to devastate communities through both extraordinary losses of life and severe
morbidity as well as adverse social and economic impacts that jeopardize global health security. These recent disease
outbreaks have not only made evident countries’ lack of preparedness to adequately prevent, detect and respond to
epidemics, but also the extent to which measures must cut across governance levels and all sectors of society in order to
truly be effective. Furthermore, only one third of countries have met their commitments under the International Health
Regulations (IHR). And although several tools and frameworks have been developed (by WHO, USAID, CDC, OIE, etc.) to
provide guidance for countries to develop country epidemic preparedness and response plans, these are generally disease
specific, have not been updated or tested through routine exercises, remain largely underfunded and are, therefore, not fully
operational. As a result, many countries remain unprepared to prevent, detect, mitigate risks and respond to health threats
and disease epidemics before they cause devastating consequences in the livelihoods of communities and the economies of
countries.

| OBJECTIVES

To present country experiences on strengthening IHR core capacities, including efforts for effective coordination,
partnership models and financing mechanisms to strengthen health security.
To identify critical elements needed for sustainable, inclusive, and effective preparedness at country level and
propose solutions for more effective epidemic preparedness guidance.
To discuss gaps in the current guidance and frameworks that need to be filled to develop country epidemic
preparedness and response plans.
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Director

Africa CDC
United States of America

Dr. Nkengasong Director of the Africa Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Until recently, he served as the deputy
principal director (acting) of the Center for Global Health, United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (U.S.
CDC). He received a Masters in Tropical Biomedical Science at the Institute of Tropical Medicine in Antwerp, Belgium, and
another Masters Degree in Medical and Pharmaceutical Sciences at the University of Brussels School of Medicine and a
Doctorate in Medical Sciences (Virology) from the University of Brussels, Belgium. Between 1993-95 he was Chief of the
Virology and the WHO Collaborating Center on HIV diagnostics, at the Department of Microbiology, Institute of Tropical
Medicine, Antwerp, Belgium. He joined the U.S., CDC in 1995 as Chief of the Virology Laboratory, U.S., CDC Abidjan, Ivory
Coast. He has received numerous awards for his work including, but not limited to, the U.S. Secretary of Health and Human
Services Award for excellence in Public Health Protection Research, the Sheppard Award, the U.S. Director’s Recognitions
Award and, most recently, the William Watson Medal of Excellence, the highest recognition awarded by CDC. Awarded for
outstanding contributions and leadership in advancing global laboratory services and programs to support the President’s
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief. He is also recipient of the knight of honour medal by the government of Cote d’Ivoire, and
was on June 19th, 2017 knighted as the officer of Loin by the president of Senegal, H.E. Macky Sall, for his significant
contributions to public health. He has authored over 200 peer-review articles in international journals and published several
book chapters, and served on various international advisory boards.


