
PLENARY SESSION 1
LEADERSHIP NEEDED FOR MANAGING EMERGING INFECTIOUS DISEASES OF

THE 21ST CENTURY



| BACKGROUND

We now live in a world where any local infectious disease outbreak event has the potential to become an epidemic or
pandemic. While preparedness of local agencies is key to quickly identify and contain outbreaks, global partnerships and
international collaboration across all sectors must be effective to support and manage events. These partnerships have the
potential to proactively alter the global architecture in order to quickly detect, prevent and respond to infectious disease
threats as they emerge.

The plenary session will address the Leadership Needed for Managing Emerging Infectious Diseases of the 21st Century. It
will set the scene of the global health architecture and how the international community is organizing to address effectively
EIDs. It will also address leadership needed at country level for managing emerging infectious diseases. 

The session will feature speakers from organizations with recent experience of preparing for, and responding to global health
crises in the 21st century and consider how, as risks, environment and global architecture change, funding varies, how
organizations change and adapt to tackle the contemporary challenges, and how are the lessons learned from recent
challenges being incorporated into plans for future events. Speakers from countries and civil societies will bring a national
and community level perspective on how to respond to global health crises. 

| OBJECTIVES

The objective is to identify what kind of leadership, at all levels, is needed to address the increased risk and the complexity
of EID and AMR and bring together different partners and groups acknowledging the various organizational and sectoral
cultures.
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Françoise BARRÉ-‐SINOUSSI, PhD, has been involved in retrovirology research, since the early 1970's and recognized for her
contributions to HIV/AIDS research, in particular the discovery of HIV in 1983. Until 2015, as Research Director at the
National Institute for Health and Medical Research (INSERM) and Professor at the Institut Pasteur in France, she has been
leading research programs on HIV/AIDS pathogenesis, in particular on mechanisms required to control HIV/SIV infection
and/or harmful T cell activation induced in response to HIV/SIV infection. Along with her research activities, Françoise BARRÉ--
‐SINOUSSI has been strongly implicated in promoting multidisciplinary and translational science. In 2010, she launched the
IAS “Toward an HIV Cure” initiative, as part of her strong implication in advocacy to accelerate scientific evidences-‐based
public health interventions on HIV/AIDS prevention, care and treatment. She has a long lasting experience of collaboration
with resource limited settings through the Institut Pasteur International Network and the coordination of ANRS research
programs in Cambodia and Vietnam, according to her commitment in building capacity, training and technology transfers in
Africa and in South-‐East Asia. Today, she serves as Honorary President of the Institut Pasteur International Network and of
the Virology Department of the Institut Pasteur in Paris. Françoise BARRÉ-‐SINOUSSI is author and co-‐author of more than
300 original publications and of more than 125 review articles. She has been invited as a speaker at more than 400
International meetings and/or conferences. She has been the President of the International AIDS Society (IAS) between 2012
and 2014 and is still member or chair of number of international scientific advisory panels and boards. Since 2009, she is a
member of the National Academy of Science in France. She was recently elevated to the rank of Grand Cross of the French
Legion of Honor.


